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The summer is coming to a close faster than most  

of us would like.  While the slower pace, vacations, 

and one worship service on Sunday mornings have 

been a welcome change, the fall does have its advan-

tages.  One of the highlights for me is the start of 

our adult education program.  Newport continues  

to have first-rate educational offerings for adults.     

It is one of our strengths.  Here is what is coming: 

 

1. The lectionary classes begin on Tuesday,    

September 14 th  at 9:30 a.m . in the Room of 

Requirement on the lower level.  This class looks 

at the scripture passage for the coming sermon 

on Sunday.  Anyone is invited to come and pon-

der the meaning of the text with folks who take 
biblical literacy seriously.  I have come to really 

appreciate this time as part of my sermon prepa-

ration. 

 

2. Starting on Sunday, September 19 th  our   

Sunday morning classes begin.  We meet        

between services from 9:45 a.m. until 10:35 a.m. 

while the children and youth are in class.  The 

PIPS (parents of infants and preschoolers) meet 

each Sunday in the Room of Requirement.  They   

look at what their children are studying in their 

Sunday School classes, only from an adult per-

spective.  We talk about how we can raise our 

children to live into the values the scriptures 

teach. 

 

3. And on September 19 and 26  we welcome 

Jessie Dye, the Program and Outreach Director 

of Earth Ministry, to lead two classes about prac-

tical things we can do to put our faith into action 

for the environment. 

4. Coming in October  are classes on Immigration 

issues, how young people engage in politics, and 

religious violence in all faiths.  We have some  

excellent guest teachers.  You will be hearing 

more details in the next newsletter. 

 

One of the coming attractions in worship that really 

excites me is coming Sunday, September 26 .  

Thanks to Rob McClure, who is on the Presbyteryõs 

Peacemaking Committee, we had the inside track   
to invite Bishop Mano Rumalshah from Pakistan      

to come and speak about Christian life in a very 

troubled part of the Islamic Republic.  He is from 

Peshawar, Pakistan.  His parish includes areas in the 

mountainous region where the Taliban and al-Qaeda 

operate and where speculation places Osama bin 

Laden.  He comes to us as the International Peace-

maker for 2010.  Bishop Rumalshah talks about how 

dangerous it is to be a Christian in his part of the 

world.  A bill before Pakistani lawmakers would 

make baptism into the Christian faith a capital      

offense for both the baptizer and the baptized.  

òConversion today in Pakistan is a death wish,ó      

he says. 

 

In spite of that reality, the Bishop says he is passion-

ate about interfaith work.  He points out that the 

Christian God and the Allah of Islam are the same 

God.  òDonõt insult God by saying that there are  

different Gods for different faiths,ó he says.  òGod   

is one.ó 

 

Bishop Rumalshah will preach at both services on 

September 26.  He will be in town for only one   

Sunday, and we are the lucky ones who get to hear 

him preach.  I encourage you to make a special effort 

to come that Sunday. 

Continued on page 3 

Thirty  

Days  

Hath  

September...  



Church 

Family  

In our prayers  
Wes Sikkema (health concerns) 

Daryle Harvey (health concerns) 

Sandy Brooks (cancer treatment) 

Lindsey Sims (health concerns) 

Larry Wood (health concerns) 

Frances Peppard (pulmonary issues) 

Cindi Rezabek (cancer treatment) 

Linda Vaughn (hip replacement) 

Debra Aarhaus (shoulder surgery) 
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9/2ñJared Toschi 

9/3ñSteve Benjamin 

9/3ñJanusz Bajsarowicz 

9/7ñEdna Simmerly 

9/9ñTerry Felton 

9/9ñTheodore Gaugel 

9/9ñLincoln Huber 

9/10ñGary Skinner 

9/14ñBetty Spohn 

9/15ñPam Zipoy 

9/17ñBryan Verity 

9/19ñGen Kusakabe 

9/19ñCarmen Palomera 

9/22ñCris Wilkinson 

9/22ñJon Anderson 

9/25ñKirk Felton 

9/27ñStephanie Richert 

9/28ñWendy Tucker 

9/28ñPenelope Grove 
 
If you have a September 
birthday and are not listed, 
please notify the office so 
we can include you next 
year. 

 
 

 

Happy, Happy, Happy Birthday! 

Sunday School:  Children and Youth Programs  

Our fall schedule begins September 19;  we hope to see you there! 
 

Y 9:45ñ10:00 a.m. óJoyful Expressó Childrenõs Choir   

 For preschool through 5th grade in room 27 
 

Y 10:00ñ10:35 a.m. Sunday School Program òWe Believeó 

 Preschool children will meet in room 25 

 K-5 children will meet in room 29 
 

Y 9:45ñ10:35 a.m. Youth Sunday School  

 Mid and Senior Highs will meet in the youth room 

 (Senior Highs who choose to do so are welcome to attend  

 Adult Christian Education classes as desired) 
 

Nursery care for infants and toddlers is available in room 23  

throughout the morning worship and Sunday School hours. 

Keys, Keys, Keys 
Did you check out a key a few years ago for an 

event and then just forgot you had it?  If you are  

in possession of an A or B key, and you have no 

on-going need for it, please turn it into the office.  

Not only do we need to inventory the 

keys but we have to make new ones 

when a need arises. Please turn into the 

office with your name so you can be 

checked off.  

Lay Musiciansõ Concert 
Sunday, September 26ñ7:00 p.m. 

Newport Presbyterian Church 
 

Mark your calendar now for our fall concert  

presented by your friends and neighbors from 

Newport Presbyterian and First Congregational   

Church of Bellevue.  Please help us raise funds for 

the Passe Catabois Medical Clinic in Haiti while 

enjoying one of the best events of the year. 

 

Even better than just attending, brush off your  

instrument and music, and perform for us.  If  

you would like to participate as a performer, 

please call Damon Meyer at (425) 562-2930.  

Come and enjoy! 

Late Breaking News!!  Cookies are 

needed for intermission at the Lay Musi-

ciansõ Concert.  Watch the bulletin for 

more information and contact Andrea 

Strom at stromcamp@comcast.net or 

(425) 226-4666 for details. 
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Actually, I would encourage you to make a special effort to come every Sunday.  I know your presence adds 

to the energy in our service.  I hope coming to worship adds to your energy level the rest of the week.  

 

I read an article recently that speaks to the question: Why religion?  In it the author says religion is funda-

mentally not about doctrine or the sacraments.  He says, òItõs about purpose, meaning and whether I ought 

to get out of bed in the morning.ó  My goal as one of your pastors is to have our worship services contrib-

ute to the meaning in all of our lives.  See you in worship.   

 

Jim 

Continued from page 1 

Youth Group News  
Senior High òLord of the Ringsó movie night is Saturday, September 11 at 6:00 p.m.  It will be 

an overnight stay at the church.  We will watch the movie and relate it to the Kingdom of 

God in our own lives.  Some time will be spent setting up for the taco feed the next day. 

 

Sunday School and Sunday Youth Group starts up again on September 19.  I am excited to see how God will 

move and grow with us as we get to know each other and our Creator more deeply.  Specific times are to 

be announced soon after we meet with parents and youth about what will work best for everyone. 

 

Jason Asher 

jasonasher88@gmail.com 

Youõre invited to a Taco Feed Brunch! 
With thanks to the congregation for their wonderful support of this yearõs Dep trip to Puerto Rico, the Dep 

team invites everyone to come and enjoy a delicious taco lunch after church on Sunday, September 12 in the 

Great Hall and/or the church grounds.  Weõll have some tables set up inside but feel free to bring a picnic 

blanket and enjoy the sunshine (hopefully). 

Welcome to the Asher Family!  
We are delighted to welcome Jason Asher, along with his wife, Kaela and son, Crosby to NPC!  Jason is our 

new Youth Director who will be working 20 hours per week with our Mid and Senior High programs.  He   

is already known and loved by many of our youth who have attended Sound View Camp, where Jason serves 

as Marketing Assistant and Challenge Course Director.  Be sure to introduce yourselves and offer a warm 

welcome to the Ashers when you see them! 
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Mission and Peacemaking News  

Congregations for the Homeless  
Deliveries of breakfast supplies continue throughout 

this month to Overlake Presbyterian Church for the 

men in the CFH program.  A huge òthank youó to 

the many who have already donated food and to 

those who have helped with deliveries. 

 

We can also deliver other items needed by the 

men, i.e., blankets, small-size toiletries, menõs casual 

clothing in good condition, new underwear and 

socks, sports bags.  Please leave any you would care 

to donate in the downstairs kitchen.  Paperback 

books and magazines that men would enjoy are also 

welcome.  Leave a note if you would like a receipt 

for tax purposes.  The men will be at St. Margaretõs 

Episcopal Church in September and any of the 

above items can be dropped off there during that 

month. 

 

If you have questions, please call Jan Medley at  

(425) 922-7415 or Betty Spohn at (425) 451-3651. 

Mission and Peacemaking is expanding the class we are sponsoring on immigration.  This issue is so current 

and so important that we are having two classes on October 3 and 10.  The first will be a presentation and 

Q & A by Michael Ramos and Debbie Lacy.  The second we are working on and plan to have an exciting  

format based on the experiences of folks in our congregation.  The hope is that with the information and 

sharing of experiences we can all expand our hearts and minds around this tough issue. 

Emergency Feeding Program  

(You can help!!) 
With many more people out of work, the numbers 

of those needing food continue to mount week by 
week at all food banks.  The annual Mayorõs Day of 

Concern for the Hungry to collect food for the 

Emergency Feeding Program will take place Saturday, 

September 25.  We need volunteers to stand for 

two-hour shifts at the doors of the Factoria QFC  

on that day to collect donated food.  Sign-ups will 

begin in late August and continue into September. 

 

Questions?  Call Nancy Ellingham at  

(425) 746-5205. 

Bridge Disability Ministries Event  
Mark your calendar for the afternoon of Sunday, 

October 17 when Newport will again be hosting  

the Bridge Ministries monthly gathering with folks 

with disabilities.  Lots of volunteers will be needed 

to provide food, fellowship, crafts, decorations and 

entertainment.  Watch for the sign-up sheet in  

September and join in this delightful and rewarding 

event. 

Bridge Disability Ministries 

12356 Northup Way, Suite 103 

Bellevue WA   98005 

(425) 885-1006 

Email: bridge@bridgemin.org 

 

A woman who worked in a nursing home com-

mented that she never came away from the home 

without feeling she had helped someone, even if  

it was just a smile that she had given away to some-

one who thought nobody noticed or cared.  It can 

take so little to make someone feel they are cared 

for. 

 

Friend to Friend is a one-to-one volunteer visitation 

program for lonely residents in our local nursing 

homes that can help you spread the warmth of your 

love.  For more information, call (206) 246-1054 or 

email marilyn@friendtofriendamerica.org. 

Reminder:  Our interfaith Habitat Build at Issaquah 

Highlands October 7, 8, 9, 14, 15 and 16.  Youth 

Build on October 16.  Questions?  Call Gary Schwab. 

òTogether We 

Buildó 


